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The purpose of the Geography policy 

At Catforth Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in geography. This policy reflects Catforth Primary School’s values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of geography. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.
Intent
Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area, and they compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps, and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world, and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.
Aims
The aims of geography at are consistent with our school philosophy. Our aims for geography at Catforth Primary School are: 

· to enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world; 
· to increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; 
· to allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps; 
· to enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and global level; 
· to encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development, and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means; 
· to develop in children a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, computing, investigation, and that of presenting their conclusions in the most appropriate way.
Curriculum and school organisation 
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through history, the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working which are developed throughout our mixed aged classes. At Catforth Primary School, we are concerned with the process of geography activities as well as the product; therefore it is important to list the skills, concepts and attitudes that the child should develop.
Early Years 

We teach geography in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the early years work from Development Matters, we relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the skills set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the development of each child’s knowledge and understanding of the world, through activities such as collecting postcards from different places, singing songs from around the world, or investigating similarities and differences in the world around them.
Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1 pupils will investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources such as maps and photographs. During Key Stage 1 pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their local area. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. Pupils should be taught about:

· Locational knowledge: 
· name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans
· name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Place knowledge: 
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

· Human and physical geography: 
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles; use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:

· key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather

· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop

· Geographical skills and fieldwork: 
· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
·  use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
·  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2 Pupils extend and develop their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America; studying the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They continue to develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. Pupils will be taught about:
· Locational knowledge: 

· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns, and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
· Place knowledge:

· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or South America

· Human and physical geography:

· describe and understand key aspects of:

· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

· Geographical skills and fieldwork:

· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

· use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

· use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies

As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized. Our geography topics can be found in the Geography Overview. 
Progression and Continuity 

The activities in geography build upon the prior learning of the children. Whilst we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we ensure continuity and progression so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school. This is laid out within the Progression of Skills document. 
Teaching and Learning 

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We believe children learn best when: 

· They have access to a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, and aerial photographs 

· They go on visits to places they are studying, when possible
· They undertake fieldwork, carrying out investigations to deepen their understanding

· They interact with real life geography such as local, country-wide or global issues
· They use drama, dance and role play to act out geographical processes  

· There are visitors talk about personal experiences 

· They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

· They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask, as well as answer, geographical questions. 

· They are drawn into each unit with creative sessions that will fire their imaginations 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

Geography curriculum planning 
At Catforth Primary School geography is taught through a cross-curricular approach alongside Design & Technology, History and Art. Our creative curriculum is carefully planned to engage and excite all our learners, in order to provide the school with a high quality curriculum, it is the driving force for our planning. Our long-term and medium-term plans map out the skills and themes covered each term for each key stage. These plans define what we will teach in each mixed aged class and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term, while also supporting our more able learners to reach their potential.
Assessment and Recording 

At Catforth Primary School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children's work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school's Marking Policy. 
Resources

There is a range of age appropriate resources to support the teaching and learning of geography, including the local area, across the school. We have a wide range of non-fiction books, physical resources and interactive boards to access the internet as a class. Visits are planned to enhance learning and give hands on activities. People with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of geography are invited into school to work with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or representatives of the local community.
Monitoring and Review 
The monitoring of the standards of children's work and of the quality of teaching in geography is the responsibility of the geography subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The geography subject leader gives the headteacher and governors an annual report in which they evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further development. The geography subject leader has specially-allocated, regular management time in order to monitor and review evidence of the children's work, undertake lesson observations and pupil interviews.  
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